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Houge of Edward Taylor, T
Middletown, lonmeuth County, Hew deraey
Omner: Monmouth County Historicsl Society

Date of Hrection: Late seventeenth or early
gighteenth century

Archlitect:
Builcen:

Present Condition: Restored; circa 1916 moved about
fifty yards to make room Tor hlghe
TN a }T

Humber of Stories: Two
Laterials of Construchlion: Foundstion - orick

Exterior walls - frame
construction with original
wood shingles; bricked in
between studs

Interlor walls ~ plaster
and wainscoting

Inslde Lrick chimneys

Roof = pltch with new
wood shingles

Historicel TData:

Varlnit Hald is the neame by which thiu house
is ¥nown; just where it derived its name iz puwzling.
However, kasndeville states that ons of {lddiestom's
bia Irdustries during the esrly nlnelteenth sentury
wes furnishing marl, a form of fertilizer, to the
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surrcunding farmers, and this was sold by the
load at the NMiddletown merl pits - this may
account for the name.

Thisg house 1s one of the oldest in
Monmouth County. The oldest part 1s the
story and a8 half section of the east side.
It was built, according to Mandeville, in
16843 he does not name the btuilder. It has
besen suggested that Squire John Taylor (1716-
1798) was the builder. If so, 1t must have
bean at a later date. Since there is no doubt
that it 1s older than 1735, 1t is likely that
1t was not bullt by a member of the Taylor family.
Rosalie Bailey sgys that 1t is typically Dutch
in architecture and suggests that some early
Duteh settler was responsible for it.

The first known owner of the house was
Sguire John Taylor. The first of the Taylor
family came from Zngland and settled near Sandy
Hook, in Monmouth County, in 1684. Squire Taylor
was an important individual in this section. He
married Phebe, sister of General Nathaniel Hurd.
He served as Sherlff of Monmouth County and as
Judge of Common Pleas. Squire John was an ardent
loyalist and was appointed by Admiral Howe to act
as Peace Commissioner [or the Lritish Government,

Squire John sold the house in the
middle of the eighteenth century to Harnabas
Ryder of Long Ilsland. He reserved a site of
fourteen acres, and on this in 1752 he built a
house which was known as Taylor's Folly because
of 1ts immense size, Squire John scld Taylor's
Folly in 1722 to George Crawford. It burned in
1891, After selling this property, the Squire
nmoved to Ferth Amboy where de died.
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In 1771 Edward Taylor (1712-1783),
brother of the Squire, bought the house and
210 acres from Barnabas Ryder. This member
of the Taylor femily was an sctive patrioct.
and a member of the Assembly; most of ths
Taylors were loyalists. It remained in the
Taylor family until the twentieth century
when it was bought by lNrs, J. Amory Haskell
of Middletown. MNrs. Haskell had the property
restored, and in 1936 presented the deed of
Karlpit Hall to the Monmouth County Historical
Soclety.,

All structural units are white osk,
hand-hewn, mortised and tennoned, and pinned
together wlth hardwood pins. The window and
exterior door frames are hewn out and rabbeted
from white oake. The shingles are nailed to
horizontal hand-hewn shingle lath, the studs
being filled in with brick and mud mortar.
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(See article on House of Sguire John
Tgylor, page 411 following)
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